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Department of Veterans Affairs § 4.126 

THE EPILEPSIES—Continued 

Rat-
ing 

Rate under the general rating formula for minor 
seizures. 

NOTE (1): A major seizure is characterized by 
the generalized tonic-clonic convulsion with 
unconsciousness. 

NOTE (2): A minor seizure consists of a brief 
interruption in consciousness or conscious 
control associated with staring or rhythmic 
blinking of the eyes or nodding of the head 
(‘‘pure’’ petit mal), or sudden jerking move-
ments of the arms, trunk, or head (myoclonic 
type) or sudden loss of postural control 
(akinetic type). 

General Rating Formula for Major and Minor Ep-
ileptic Seizures: 

Averaging at least 1 major seizure per 
month over the last year ........................... 100 

Averaging at least 1 major seizure in 3 
months over the last year; or more than 
10 minor seizures weekly .......................... 80 

Averaging at least 1 major seizure in 4 
months over the last year; or 9–10 minor 
seizures per week ..................................... 60 

At least 1 major seizure in the last 6 months 
or 2 in the last year; or averaging at least 
5 to 8 minor seizures weekly .................... 40 

At least 1 major seizure in the last 2 years; 
or at least 2 minor seizures in the last 6 
months ....................................................... 20 

A confirmed diagnosis of epilepsy with a 
history of seizures ..................................... 10 

NOTE (1): When continuous medication is shown 
necessary for the control of epilepsy, the min-
imum evaluation will be 10 percent. This rating 
will not be combined with any other rating for 
epilepsy. 

NOTE (2): In the presence of major and minor 
seizures, rate the predominating type. 

NOTE (3): There will be no distinction between 
diurnal and nocturnal major seizures. 

8912 Epilepsy, Jacksonian and focal motor or sen-
sory. 

8913 Epilepsy, diencephalic. 
Rate as minor seizures, except in the presence 

of major and minor seizures, rate the predomi-
nating type. 

8914 Epilepsy, psychomotor. 
Major seizures: 

Psychomotor seizures will be rated as major 
seizures under the general rating formula 
when characterized by automatic states 
and/or generalized convulsions with un-
consciousness. 

Minor seizures: 
Psychomotor seizures will be rated as minor 

seizures under the general rating formula 
when characterized by brief transient epi-
sodes of random motor movements, hallu-
cinations, perceptual illusions, abnormali-
ties of thinking, memory or mood, or auto-
nomic disturbances. 

Mental Disorders in Epilepsies: A nonpsychotic organic 
brain syndrome will be rated separately under the appropriate 
diagnostic code (e.g., 9304 or 9326). In the absence of a di-
agnosis of non-psychotic organic psychiatric disturbance (psy-
chotic, psychoneurotic or personality disorder) if diagnosed 
and shown to be secondary to or directly associated with epi-
lepsy will be rated separately. The psychotic or 
psychroneurotic disorder will be rated under the appropriate 
diagnostic code. The personality disorder will be rated as a 
dementia (e.g., diagnostic code 9304 or 9326). 

Epilepsy and Unemployability: (1) Rating specialists must 
bear in mind that the epileptic, although his or her seizures 
are controlled, may find employment and rehabilitation difficult 
of attainment due to employer reluctance to the hiring of the 
epileptic. 

(2) Where a case is encountered with a definite history of 
unemployment, full and complete development should be un-
dertaken to ascertain whether the epilepsy is the determining 
factor in his or her inability to obtain employment. 

(3) The assent of the claimant should first be obtained for 
permission to conduct this economic and social survey. The 
purpose of this survey is to secure all the relevant facts and 
data necessary to permit of a true judgment as to the reason 
for his or her unemployment and should include information 
as to: 

(a) Education; 
(b) Occupations prior and subsequent to service; 
(c) Places of employment and reasons for termination; 
(d) Wages received; 
(e) Number of seizures. 
(4) Upon completion of this survey and current examination, 

the case should have rating board consideration. Where in the 
judgment of the rating board the veteran’s unemployability is 
due to epilepsy and jurisdiction is not vested in that body by 
reason of schedular evaluations, the case should be sub-
mitted to the Compensation Service or the Director, Pension 
and Fiduciary Service. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[29 FR 6718, May 22, 1964, as amended at 40 
FR 42540, Sept. 15, 1975; 41 FR 11302, Mar. 18, 
1976; 43 FR 45362, Oct. 2, 1978; 54 FR 4282, Jan. 
30, 1989; 54 FR 49755, Dec. 1, 1989; 55 FR 154, 
Jan. 3, 1990; 56 FR 51653, Oct. 15, 1991; 57 FR 
24364, June 9, 1992; 70 FR 75399, Dec. 20, 2005; 
73 FR 54705, Sept. 23, 2008; 73 FR 69554, Nov. 
19, 2008; 76 FR 78824, Dec. 20, 2011; 79 FR 2100, 
Jan. 13, 2014] 

MENTAL DISORDERS 

§ 4.125 Diagnosis of mental disorders. 
(a) If the diagnosis of a mental dis-

order does not conform to DSM-IV or is 
not supported by the findings on the 
examination report, the rating agency 
shall return the report to the examiner 
to substantiate the diagnosis. 

(b) If the diagnosis of a mental dis-
order is changed, the rating agency 
shall determine whether the new diag-
nosis represents progression of the 
prior diagnosis, correction of an error 
in the prior diagnosis, or development 
of a new and separate condition. If it is 
not clear from the available records 
what the change of diagnosis rep-
resents, the rating agency shall return 
the report to the examiner for a deter-
mination. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[61 FR 52700, Oct. 8, 1996] 

§ 4.126 Evaluation of disability from 
mental disorders. 

(a) When evaluating a mental dis-
order, the rating agency shall consider 
the frequency, severity, and duration 
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of psychiatric symptoms, the length of 
remissions, and the veteran’s capacity 
for adjustment during periods of remis-
sion. The rating agency shall assign an 
evaluation based on all the evidence of 
record that bears on occupational and 
social impairment rather than solely 
on the examiner’s assessment of the 
level of disability at the moment of the 
examination. 

(b) When evaluating the level of dis-
ability from a mental disorder, the rat-
ing agency will consider the extent of 
social impairment, but shall not assign 
an evaluation solely on the basis of so-
cial impairment. 

(c) Delirium, dementia, and amnestic 
and other cognitive disorders shall be 
evaluated under the general rating for-
mula for mental disorders; neurologic 
deficits or other impairments stem-
ming from the same etiology (e.g., a 
head injury) shall be evaluated sepa-
rately and combined with the evalua-
tion for delirium, dementia, or amnes-
tic or other cognitive disorder (see 
§ 4.25). 

(d) When a single disability has been 
diagnosed both as a physical condition 
and as a mental disorder, the rating 
agency shall evaluate it using a diag-
nostic code which represents the domi-
nant (more disabling) aspect of the 
condition (see § 4.14). 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[61 FR 52700, Oct. 8, 1996] 

§ 4.127 Mental retardation and person-
ality disorders. 

Mental retardation and personality 
disorders are not diseases or injuries 
for compensation purposes, and, except 
as provided in § 3.310(a) of this chapter, 
disability resulting from them may not 
be service-connected. However, dis-
ability resulting from a mental dis-
order that is superimposed upon men-
tal retardation or a personality dis-
order may be service-connected. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[61 FR 52700, Oct. 8, 1996] 

§ 4.128 Convalescence ratings fol-
lowing extended hospitalization. 

If a mental disorder has been as-
signed a total evaluation due to a con-
tinuous period of hospitalization last-
ing six months or more, the rating 
agency shall continue the total evalua-
tion indefinitely and schedule a man-
datory examination six months after 
the veteran is discharged or released to 
nonbed care. A change in evaluation 
based on that or any subsequent exam-
ination shall be subject to the provi-
sions of § 3.105(e) of this chapter. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[61 FR 52700, Oct. 8, 1996] 

§ 4.129 Mental disorders due to trau-
matic stress. 

When a mental disorder that develops 
in service as a result of a highly stress-
ful event is severe enough to bring 
about the veteran’s release from active 
military service, the rating agency 
shall assign an evaluation of not less 
than 50 percent and schedule an exam-
ination within the six month period 
following the veteran’s discharge to de-
termine whether a change in evalua-
tion is warranted. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155) 

[61 FR 52700, Oct. 8, 1996] 

§ 4.130 Schedule of ratings—mental 
disorders. 

The nomenclature employed in this 
portion of the rating schedule is based 
upon the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth 
Edition, of the American Psychiatric 
Association (DSM-IV). Rating agencies 
must be thoroughly familiar with this 
manual to properly implement the di-
rectives in § 4.125 through § 4.129 and to 
apply the general rating formula for 
mental disorders in § 4.130. The sched-
ule for rating for mental disorders is 
set forth as follows: 

Rating 

Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic Disorders 

9201 Schizophrenia, disorganized type 
9202 Schizophrenia, catatonic type 
9203 Schizophrenia, paranoid type 
9204 Schizophrenia, undifferentiated type 
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